Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 540 Chestnut Hill Avenue

Applicant Terry & Tom Hamilton

Building Type: House(Partial)

National Register Listing (if Applicable)EFisher Hill NRD

Historical/Architectural Significance:

Theresidence ab40 Chestnut HI Avenuewasdesigned by architect Clifford Allbright, constructed1949 by builder
Carl Hall for Newton H. Sobin, the first owner tife home. Newton Sobinwas born in Russia in 189immigratingto
the United States in 1908 and becoming a citizen in 1941. Sobin was an executive in the chemicalsedirsgrgs the
President and Treasurer of both the Fulton Analon Corporation and thEmg¢gand Products Co. by 1948.

Architect Clifford Allbright graduated from MIT in 1907, appearingBostonbusinesslirectories from 1919 until945,
suggesting that this house was designed at the end of his career. Allbright was the President of Boston Architect
Center in the 1948, his mostwell-known work was Shawnsheen Village a self-sufficient company town for the
American Woolen Compangonstructed from 1918923 Allbright wasresponsible fofiBrick Shawsheed) a collection

of 200 indvidually designed homes fotompanyexecutives In Brookline, Allbright designedthe Brown Motors
CompanyBuilding at 890894 Commonwealth Avenue in 1920 as well as several residences in south Brookline. 14
Seaver Street, built in 1951, is a French Eclecsisigh sharingimilar materials rooflines& configuration. Both homes

were designed bgllbright in the post war periodsing French Revival styles blend into the 19" & early 20" century
homes thatcharacterizéhe Fisher Hillneighborhood

The residential neighborhood of Fisher Hill was laid out in 1884 by Frederick Law OlmstaadeiVedits name from
an early 18 century landowner & resident, Francis Fishecpemission merchant. Fisher Hill has traditionally been the
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home of some of Biakline@s moreillustriouscitizens. Wth a few notable exceptions, the area presents a comprehensive
collection of late 19 and early 26 centurydomesticarchitectural styles: Queen Anne, Shingle, JacobetGalonial,
Georgian andMedieval Revival, and Craftsman.Though not detailed with an individuinventory form, 540 Chestnut

Hill Avenue is listed as a contributing resource to the historic district on the Fisher Hill inventory form.

The sprawling 2 storfrench Provinciaktyle house rises from a concrete foundation tsteeply pitched slatkipped
roof. The brick exterior is painted white,characteristidinish for the style. Dormers on the second floor are fully
contained in the body of theaband clad in clapboardsA small cross gablerfmesthe main entrancen thenorth
facingdriveway elevation The asymmetricafagadeis reminiscent ofrench farmhouse$ow-slung andambling The
roofline, drawn down to the top of the first flosmindows, disguises the size of the homts low massing spread over
three wings.

The massing of the home has grown mooenplex over the years, withultiple additions added by different owners.
The first additions were completed in 1970 & 1971 when R. Sonnabend, the second owner of the home, emghkryed bui
Louis Wolk to construc25x106 and 40880 x226 expansions. In 1990 a 8&0x 1480 sunroomwas added. A large
addition to themiddle of the driveway elevationn 2008 radically reconfigured the spate&atangemenand aestheticof

the former main entrancél he 2 story addition, clad in clapboards withooden quoinsfeatured-renchdoors at the first

floor in lieu of windows topped with round fanlights, a twgiory entrance composition commam the Millennium
Mansion style. The shallow gdich of thegable roofline accentuates tierticality of the addition;a sharp contrast to the
existing homés low profile and steep roof pitcin 2015, asingle storybrick expansiorof the dining room was added
with a pergola in the courtyard spacEhis addition is moraensitivelyrendered, using materials and appropriate scale to
blend into the existing home.

Thehouseat 540 Chestnut Hill Avenuenees the following criteria for an initial determinatiaf significance:

b. The building is listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; isogligible f
listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a prelinhtargination of
eligibility has been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission;

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectur
cultural, political, economic, or social hisyanf the town or Commonwealth; and

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its
association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a grbujdirfigs.

The building at540 Chestnut Hill Avenueretairs integrity d location, design, setting, feeling materials, and
workmanship
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Aerial view of540 Chestut Hill Avenu,elookingeast.

Aerial view 0f540 Chestnut Hill Avenu,doking north.
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Aerial view 0f540 Chestnut Hill Avenudooking south.
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Ariel view of 54 Chestnut Hill Avenuerior to dining room addition in 2015.
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Driveway elevationassess@ photo taken prioto 2008 (above)driveway elevationin 2010, showing2008 addition
(below)
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Front elevation with gravel patisouthwest corner of hougarior to 2015 dining room addition)

Same elevation showing 2015 dining room addition.
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